[Specific modulators of estrogen action].
Selective estradiol receptor modulators (SERMs) are specific modulators of estradiol action. They are used in therapeutics to obtain an estrogenic effect on certain cells and an antiestrogenic effect on other cells. Recent progress in the knowledge of the mechanism of action of estradiols implies that new molecules could be designed. This progress involves the cloning of a new estradiol receptor, ER beta, the discovery of co-activators and the elucidation of their molecular mechanism of action, and the crystallization of the ligand binding domain in the presence of an agonist or an antagonist.